Qualifications

Qualification
Level
Level 8
Level 7
Degree
Level 6 Apprenticeship
Level 5
Higher
Apprenticeship
Level 4
Level 3 Level 3 Advanced
Diploma Level 3 Certificate  Apprenticeship
Intermediate
Level 2 Level 1 & 2 Award / Certificate / Apprenticeship
Diploma
Level 1 BTEC & Vocational Qualifications
Entry Level

FUTUREGOALS

Getready
for career

conversations

Remember, qualification routes don't have to
follow the pattern shown in this grid. For
example, you could study A Levels and go
straight onto studying a Degree Apprenticeship
without the need to complete a Foundation
Degree first.

This activity has interactive elements to click on

f')
rather than scrolling through the pages. Look out @
for this icon to help you:

¢
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How did
| get here?

Sometimes, young people have an idea about their future g O >

career from a young age. They might have carried out work
experience in a specific sector or have family that run a
business. However, many young people will have no idea
what they want to do, and that’s ok. No matter what the
reason, it is important to know the necessary route to
reach their FutureGoals.

Activity time: 10 minutes

For many roles, there can be different qualification routes
taken for the same job, but can you tell which one was
taken for each of these characters based on the clues
provided?
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Clues:

Find out more about Engineering in our region on FutureGoals

Py futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-manufacturing-sector/

| spent two years
training and a
further two years

O

c

O I

c . :

LLl Average Salary training on the job

10 2 LEEE full time to qualify.

) City Region: Click on one of the highlighted qualifications 7
fU £32,807 Qualification that you think they are referring to. Cé
.g_) | had to find an Covel

- employer to take

t ,\\ me on. Level 8

m / Level 7
)
m v ”» Level 6

Level 4

‘ Level 5

Advanced
Apprenticeship in
Electrical Installations

Level 3 Diploma
in Electrotechnical
Services

Level 3

GCSE Maths

Level 2 and English

Level 1

Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-manufacturing-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer

Average Salary
in the Leeds
City Region:
£32,807
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FUTUREGOALS

After my GCSEs | knew
| wanted to get
straight into
employment. | chose
to train through an
apprenticeship
because | was bored of
being in the classroom
and | wanted to earn
money while | trained.

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer

Not quite! My qualification was an:

Advanced Apprenticeship
in Electrical Installations

2 Next

>

Qualification
Level

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4
Advanced

Level 3 Apprenticeship in
Electrical Installations

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer

Average Salary
in the Leeds
City Region:
£32,807
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FUTUREGOALS

After my GCSEs | knew
| wanted to get
straight into
employment. | chose
to train through an
apprenticeship
because | was bored of
being in the classroom
and | wanted to earn
money while | trained.

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer

That’s right!

Qualification
Level

2 Next

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Advanced

Level 3

Apprenticeship in
Electrical Installations

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer

FUTUREGOALS

Clues:

7]
My qualification
is the same level
as a degree.

| studied and
trained at the
same time.

V ”

Find out more about Construction in our region on FutureGoals

Qualification
Level

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-construction-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/quantity-surveyor

¢ Not quite! My qualification was a:

There were actually . . .
different routes Level 5 Higher National Diploma

available for me. | in Civil Engineering

could have done a
degree for three years

or completed an 5
03 Next

apprenticeship, but | >
Qualificati

chose to take a Level el on

5 HND at college to

help me gain a place Level 8

as a Trainee Engineer.
Level 7

”
v Level 6

Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/quantity-surveyor

1

There were actually ’ S
different routes T h at S rl g ht !
available for me. |

could have done a
degree for three years

or completed an 5
03 Next

apprenticeship, but | >
Qualificati

chose to take a Level el on

5 HND at college to

help me gain a place Level 8

as a Trainee Engineer.
Level 7

”
v Level 6

Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/quantity-surveyor

Clues:

Find out more about Copywriting in our region on FutureGoals

1

My job is usually
linked to a
relevant degree.

| chose an option
where | was able Qualification
to earn money -

while learning.

* Level 7
VY

Level 8

V ”

~ Level 6

‘ Level 5

Level 4

@ Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-creative-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/advertising-copywriter

¢ Not quite! My qualification was an:

| didn’t know that | could . .
become a copywriter Advanced Apprenticeship

without going to as a Junior Content Producer
university. After my A

Levels, | found an
advertising company that

allowed me to complete @ N eXt

an Advanced >
Apprenticeship. | was Qualification
Level
really lucky, the company
offered me a full-time job Level 8

at the end of my

* apprenticeship! Level 7
o

V ”

~ Level 6

‘ Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/advertising-copywriter

1

| didn’t know that | could 9 ° '
become a copywriter at S rI g t H
without going to

university. After my A
Levels, | found an

advertising company that

allowed me to complete @ N eXt

an Advanced >
Apprenticeship. | was Qualification
Level
really lucky, the company
offered me a full-time job Level 8

at the end of my

* apprenticeship! Level 7
o

V ”

~ Level 6

‘ Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/advertising-copywriter

FUTUREGOALS

Clues:

1

| chose not to
train on the job
and study for
two years.

| enjoyed
academic study.

Find out more about Games Design in our region on
FutureGoals

Qualification
Level

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-digital-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/computer-games-developer

¢ Not quite! My qualification was a:

After studying A
Levels in computing
and maths | knew
that | wanted to
continue to develop

my academic @ NeXt

Degree in
Computer Games Development

knowledge. | chose Qualification >
to study a Degree in Level
Computer Games Level 8
Development.
Level 7
”
v Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/computer-games-developer

1

After studying A ’ s

Levels in computing That S rl g ht!
and maths | knew
that | wanted to
continue to develop

my academic @ NeXt

knowledge. | chose Qualification >
to study a Degree in Level
Computer Games Level 8
Development.
Level 7
”
v Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level

i i | West
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/computer-games-developer

Clues:

Find out more about roles in Health and Social Care in our region

on FutureGoals
({1

futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-health-and-social-care/

My college helped
me when it was
time to look for

Care Worker

Average Salary work
in the Leeds
City Region:
£17,200 | was assessed Qualifcation
both academically Level
and through work Level 8
placements.
Level 7
v » Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
@ Level 3

GCSE Maths

and English Level 2 Level 1

Diploma Certificate
in Health and  in Health and
Level 1 Social Care Social Care

Level 2

Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/care-worker
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-health-and-social-care/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/care-worker

Not quite! My qualification was a:

-
S
- As dldp t feel ready Level 2 Diploma
(@) to step into the : ,
; world of work just in Health and Social Care
Average Salary yet, | opted to take a
Q in the Leeds Level 2 Diploma in
S ity Region: Health and Social 2 Next
m £17’200 Care at COllege, Qua[iﬁcation >
U rather than an Level
apprenticeship. Level 8
Level 7
d » Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 2 Diploma
Level 1 in Health and
eve Social Care
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/care-worker
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/care-worker

As | didn’t feel read ’ -
wsmome | That’s right!

world of work just

Care Worker

Average Salary yet, | opted to take a
in the Leeds Level 2 Diploma in
City Region: Health and Social @ NEXt
£17,200 Care at college, Oualification >
rather than an Level
apprenticeship. Level 8
Level 7
d » Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 2 Diploma
Level 1 in Health and
eve Social Care
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/care-worker
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/care-worker

FUTUREGOALS

Clues:

1

My qualification
is equal to two
A levels.

It took me two
years to gain my
qualification.

V ”

Find out more about Accounting in our region on FutureGoals

Qualification
Level

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level

Leeds City Region Workingin
Enterprise partnership
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Yorkshire
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-financial-and-professional-services/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/accounting-technician

¢ Not quite! My qualification was an:

It was really
important to me to
learn while also
working. | chose to
undertake an
apprenticeship as @ NeXt S
an Accounting Qualification
Technician within a

local business.

Advanced Apprenticeship
as an Accounting Technician

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level

i i - West
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/accounting-technician

1

It was really ’ ° h
important to me to That S rl g t!
learn while also
working. | chose to
undertake an
apprenticeship as @ NeXt S
an Accounting Qualification

Technician within a

local business.

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/accounting-technician

FUTUREGOALS

Clues:

1

| studied for
four years.

My qualification
was accredited
and equal to a
degree.

V ”

Find out more about Construction in our region on FutureGoals

Qualification
Level

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level

Leeds City Region Working in West .
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Partnership with the Auﬁ‘%r:g’ned



https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-construction-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/construction-manager

¢ Not quite! My qualification was a:

| studied full
time, over a
period of four

Higher National Diploma
in Construction Site Management

years, to
complete a » Next
Higher National Qualification 6 >
Diploma in Level
Construction Site Level 8
Management. Level 7

v Vv ” Level 6

‘ ’ Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level

i i - West
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/construction-manager

time, over 3 That’s right!

period of four

years, to
complete a » Next
Higher National Qualification 6 >
Diploma in Level
Construction Site Level 8
Management. Level 7

v Vv ” Level 6

‘ ’ Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/construction-manager

Clues:

Find out more about working in Social Media in our region on

FutureGoals
({1

futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-digital-sector/

| needed
relevant A

Average Salary Levels

in the Leeds *

City Region:

£25,706 Qualification
| went to Level
university. Level 8

/ \ Level 7
vV 1 2/

Level 6

Degree in
Digital Marketing
or Public Relations

A-¢

Social Media Manager

Level 3 A Level in English

2
g Vocational Course in
@ or Media Media Studies
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/social-media-manager

- i | West
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-digital-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/social-media-manager

p -
% PP Not quite! My qualification was a:
(1] | loved studying Degree in Digital Marketing
English at A Level . .
e and knew that | or Public Relations
m Average Salary wanted to continue
Z in the Leeds my academic
S City Region: studies. | spent @ NEXt
(Y | £25’706 three years StUdying Qualification >
O for a Degree in Level
(()) Digital Marketing or Level 8
Z / Public Relations.
\ Level 7
) -~
m v » Level 6
(]
Degree in
S / ol } Level 5 Digital Marketing
8 or Public Relations
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/social-media-manager

Combined
Authority
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/social-media-manager

1

aamaries | THat's right!

and knew that |

O
g+
c
1) p :
Average Sa[ary wanted to continue
Z in the Leeds my academic
S City Region: studies. | spent @ NEXt
—  £25,706 three years studying Qualification >
© for a Degree in Level
(()) Digital Marketing or Level 8
Z / Public Relations.
\ Level 7
N
e V 1 2/
m Level 6
. } Degree in
e 4 A —| Level 5 Digital Marketing
o or Public Relations
m Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/social-media-manager
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/social-media-manager

Clues:

Find out more about working in Production in our region on

c FutureGoals
https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-

| had to take a manufacturing-sector/
test to assess
my practical

Average Salary

Production Worker

in the Leeds skills.
City Region:
£17,546 . —
| trained for one D ncation
year with an p
employer.
Level 7
v » Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
@ Level 3
GCSEs includi Intermet:.liate'
R - o Enih e
Level 1
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)
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https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-the-manufacturing-sector/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)

-
g ¢ Not quite! My qualification was an:
h 1 ’
o | knew that | didn't Intermediate Apprenticeship
want to be . .
; volved in in Manufacturing
c Average Salary academic study
in the Leeds
, \ anymore, so |
City Region: N
.9 £'1; siz'on chose to undertake @ NEXt
d / an Apprenticeship Qualification >
U ) . Level
-3 in Manufacturing.
Level 8
o Level 7
-
m v » Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Intermediate
Level 2 Apprenticeship
in Manufacturing
Level 1
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)

1

wmione | That’s right!

involved in

O
o
c Average Salary academic study
in the Leeds
, \ anymore, so |
City Region: D
.9 £1; 5 4% chose to undertake @ NEXt >
bt an Apprenticeship Qualification
O . :
-3 in Manufacturing.
Level 8
o - Level 7
m Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Intermediate
Level 2 Apprenticeship
in Manufacturing
Level 1
Entry Level

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)

FUTUREGOALS

Clues:

[T
My employer
supported me
through my
training.

| trained in the
workplace and for
four years in
total.

V ”

Find out more about Nursing in our region on FutureGoals

Qualification
Level

Level 8

Level 7

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level

Leeds City Region Workingin
Enterprise partnership
Partnership with the

West
Yorkshire

Combined
Authority


https://futuregoals.co.uk/be-inspired/working-in-health-and-social-care/
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/nurse

¢ Not quite! My qualification was a:

cvillz’iv:; :ir:ady Degree Apprenticeship
volunteer healthcare in Nursing
assistant at my local
hospital, | was able
to start a Degree @ NeXt
Apprenticeship in Qualification >
nursing - this was Level
supported by my Level 8
employer.
Level 7
v ” Level 6
Level 5
Level 4
Level 3
Level 2
Level 1
Entry Level

West

FUTUREGOALS | 3P senid ™0 | orkshire

Combined
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/nurse

1

As | was already T h ’ S ht
working as a at S rl g !
volunteer healthcare

assistant at my local
hospital, | was able

to start a Degree @ NeXt
Apprenticeship in Qualification >
nursing - this was Level
supported by my Level 8
employer.

Level 7

”
v Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Entry Level

West
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nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/nurse

Conversation starters

We've put together some questions for you to ask, they will
help you to figure out which qualifications could best suit
your child’s ambitions:

G reat Wo rk! Which subjects do you enjoy?

, Are you doing particularly well in any subjects?
Now that you have a better understanding

of the current qualifications, including the What do you enjoy doing?
length of study, level of difficulty and
additional opportunities, now is a really
good time to put some of this knowledge
to use. Which subjects do you find challenging but
interesting?

Do you have any specific goals (do you already know
what career you would like)?

If you could work at any job in the world, what would
your job be? Where would you work?

What is something you’ve always wanted to do?

If you could do one thing to make the world a better
> place, what would you do?

3 Next

Do you have any role models? What is it about them
that makes them someone to look up to?

i i | West
Leeds City Region forking in .
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Authority




Next
Steps

We've thought ahead and made
a few guesses about the types of
questions that might have come
up during your conversation.
Each of the following questions
come with a useful link to help
you both understand each
qualification option a bit more.

Have a look at this comprehensive list of the qualification levels -
gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels

Here’s a useful quiz to help you -
ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/what-qualifications-are-there-16-18-year-olds

Check out the current information around A Levels -
ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/level

Remember, these
qualifications are
brand new for
September 2020.

FUTUREGOALS

Get information about becoming an apprentice -
gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships

Have a look at the new T Levels -
ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/t-levels

Vocational courses usually include project work that runs through the whole period of time
studying for the qualification. Try looking at diplomas and certificates.
ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/btec-diplomas

Leeds City Region Working in West .
Enterprise partnership Yorkshire

Partnership i A ﬁ‘om{ained
uthority



https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/what-qualifications-are-there-16-18-year-olds
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/levels
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/t-levels
https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/btec-diplomas

FUTUREGOALS
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