Careers in the arts

Glossary
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Analyse

To examine something in detail to understand
it fully

Balcony

The raised seating towards the back of a
theatre

Circle/dress circle/upper circle
The tiers of raised seating in a theatre

Climate change

Long-term shift in the planet’s weather
patterns and average temperatures

Commission/sales commission

The money the theatre earns based on how
much merchandise it sells

Data sheet

A record of all of the information about each
object in a museum or gallery’s collection

Delegate
To assign tasks to different people

Evaluate

To assess the success or effectiveness of
something

Front-of-house
The part of a venue that is open to the public

Genre
The style or category of art, music or literature

Matinee
An afternoon or daytime performance
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Merchandise or ‘merch’

Items on sale that are linked to a production
(e.g. branded clothing and accessories)

Producer

The person responsible for the management
and finance of a production

Production
Any form of theatre, including a ballet or opera

Prologue
Introduction

Property or prop
An item used within a production

Prototype
An early sample or model of something

Running list
The order of scenes in a production

Stalls

The first level of seating directly in front of the
stage

Stock

The type and number of items available for sale
(e.g. drinks and ice cream)

Synopsis
A summary of a production, film or book
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